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trace their descent Perhaps the first tangible schi&m among
the Brahmins (for the Hindoo scriptures contain none of the
modern caste names) may be traced to the tune of the great
Brahminical reformer, Shunkur Acharya,1 who appeared about
a century and a half before Christ to oppose the Buddhist
doctrines He found dissensions existing among the Brahmins
themselves, who held each to their favorite ' Ved,' 8 and
proscribed those who preferred another of the four The great
reformer recommended that flesh should not be eaten, thus, in
concession to the popular appreciation of Buddhism, keeping
out of sight the Veds which prescribe animal sacrifice , he also
advised that Brahmins should follow the Ved which each held
hereditarily, without enmity to the followers of the other three
However, though striving to compose schism, Shunkur Acharya
was unintentionally the cause of it After his death his name
became a watchword of faction, and Brahmins who were hither-
to separated only by the Vmdhya range of mountains, became
henceforth divided into two sects, one of whom adopted, and
the other opposed, the tenets of the reformer The Goud
Brahmins, who retained the use of animal food, and the Dravid
Brahmins, who relinquished it, would now no longer consent
to dnnk from each other's cups 3
1 [Sankaracharya was a Malabar Brahman, theologian who lived,
according to the latest authority (J R A 8 , 1916, p 156), in the ninth
century, from 805 to 897 (not a century and a half b c ) He headed
a great reaction against Buddhism and Jainism, which had gained an
immense hold in India since the reigns of Asoka (273-232 u o ) and
his grandson Sampratu 6ankaraoharya preached all over India, as fai
north as Kashmir, denouncing Buddhist heresies, and advocating a
return to the teaching of the Upanishads He was the author of com
mentanea on the Vedanta Sutras, the Gita, and the Upamshads He
held that the true doctrine of the Vedanta is advaita, or Monism Nothing
is real except Spirit, Brahman , Matter in all its forms is M&ya, Illusion ]
* [Brahmans are divided into sects according to the Veda which was
originally the hereditary study of their family Hence we have Bigvedi,
Samavedi, and Black or White Yajurvedi Brahmans These are further
subdivided into shakos, or branches, according to the different branches
of the Veda to which they devoted themselves J
1 [Brahmans all over India fall into two great divisions, Panch Gauda
and Panch Dravida. The Narbada is the dividing line On this subject
and the. Brahmans of Gujarat generally the fullest information will
be found in J "Wilson, Indian Oaste, voL u, Bombay, 1877 ]

